' Rule of Payment to all Buyers. 


PRrovoOs'D to the f IS * 
Drapers by the Clothiers, 


For Amending and Explaining an Act made in the Tenth Tear of Her 
Majeſty's Reign, Entituled An AG for Regulating, Improving, and 
Encouraging the Woollen Manufacture of Mixt or Medly Broad- 
Cloth: Humbly Offer'd to the Conſideration of the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons, &c. os 


Mill, is the ſole Meaſurer of all mixt or medly Broad-Cloth: _ 
The Drapers object, That theſe Mill- men are not at all qualified for ſo 

— great a Truſt, becauſe of their conſtant Dependence upon the Clothiers for 
Employment. 5 . 5 5 8 -” 
I To rectifie this pretended Abuſe, the Clothiers propoſe that a Meaſuring-Table be 
erected in every Market Town, where the Clothing Trade is Uſed or Exerciſed, for 
the Uſe of that Town and adjacent Pariſhes, for the Examining, Trying and Aſſer- 
taining the Lengths and Breadths of all Stampt Cloth that comes Wet from the Full- 
ing-Mill z and that the Merchants and Drapers, or the major Part of them, ſhall or 
may nominate two or three Perſons, and return their Names to two or more Juſtices 
of the Peace of the ſame Diviſion or Diſtrict, who ſhall appoint one of them to be 

nn lnſpector to Examine, Try and Aſſertain the Lengths and Breadths of all mixt or 
| medly Broad-Cloth, by fixing on the ſaid Cloth a Seal of Lead, whereon he ſhall 
Stamp his Name with the Water-length and Breadth of the Cloth, which fhall be a 


W EREA S, by the aforeſaid AR, the Owner or Occupier of every Fulling 


The Charge of erecting the ſaid Tables and Stamps, and likewiſe the Salary of the 
nid lnſpector, or Inſpectors, ſhall be defrayed by laying a Duty of Pence per Cloth, 
to be paid by the Maker or Owner of the ſaid Cloth at the time of Mealuring. 3 
| The ſaid Inſpectors to be annually Choſen, and to take the ſame Oath as the Mill- 
men are obliged to take, and to continue one whole Year, unleſs convicted of Perjury, 
upon which another (hall be choſe in his ſtead. e. 3 
That no Cloth be expoſed to Sale, without the Seal of the Mill-man and Inſpector 
on it, and that no Clothier be preſent at the Inſpector's Meaſuring - Table, during the 
Meaſuring of his own, or any other Clothier's Cloth, under the Penalty of | 
one Moiety to the Informer, and the other to the Poor of the Pariſh where the Of- 


fence is committed. 


And in Order to obviate all Frauds that may be committed by counterfeiting the 
InſpeCtor's Stamps, he ſhall Regiſter the Name of the Maker, with the Number, 


| it a weekly Account of the Particulars of every the ſaid Cloths ſo meaſured 
to the Keeper of Blackwell-Hall, who ſhall regularly File the ſame to be ſeen by all 
* of Cloth, — 3 3 | As 1 
e alſo beg Leave'to repreſent to your Honours, that if the Bill is framed to the 
aforeſaid Propoſitions, the Merchants and Drapers will gain one Yard in twenty for 
which they will pay nothing. NI mod nd V N 


W HERE As the Drapers have reported to ſeveral Members of this Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, that Five Clothiers have made an Agreement with them in 
the Name of the Whole, we declare that the ſaid Agreement was clandeſtinely made, 
without our Knowledge, Conſent, or Approbation; as appears by a Petition delivered 
to the Honourable Robert Hyde, = and other Papers ſigned by all the ſubſtantial 
aud noted Clothiers of Trowbridge, Bradford, and Weſtbury, Frome, Warminſter, and 
Hatesbury, and Places adjacent, in the Counties of Wiles and Somerſet. 
Which ſaid Agreement conſiſts of two unreaſonable Articles, vis. To allow half a 
Yard of Cloth from the Water-length to the Drapers of London and Weſtminſter, up- 
on Condition that it ſhould not extend to the Merchants and Drapers in the Country, 
where they ſell the greateſt part of the Cloth; by which it is apparent that the 
Country Traders are put upon a very unequal Foot which thoſe of the City of London ; 
and the other ſubjects the Clothiers to ſeveral great Penalties, which will be of fatal 
Conſequence to the Woollen Manufacture. 


\ 


4 ko 


Length and Breadth of the ſaid Cloth, in a Book kept for that purpoſe, and ſhall 


